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ACCESS NOTE

Please use this space as you need or prefer.

Sit in chairs or on the floor, pace, lie on the floor, rock, flap,
spin, move around, step in and out of the room.



CONTENT/TW

| will talk about trauma, abuse, violence, and murder of disabled
people, as well as forced treatment and institutions, and other acts of
violence, including sexual violence.

Please feel free to step out of the room at any time if you need to.
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‘ WAYS OF THINKING ABOUT DISABILITY




The One Normal Disability is Defect

Many Ways of Being Disability is Natural

Society & Culture Biology & Neurology




ALL BODIES ARE UNIQUE AND ESSENTIAL. ALL BODIES ARE CAUGHT IN THE BINDINGS OF ABILITY,
ALL BODIES ARE WHOLE. ALL BODIES HAVE RACE, CLASS, GENDER, SEXUALITY AND CITIZENSHIP.
STRENGTHS AND NEEDS THAT MUST BE MET. WE ARE POWERFUL NOT DESPITE THE COMPLEXITIES
OF OUR IDENTITIES, BUT BECAUSE OF THEM.

WE ARE POWERFUL NOT DESPITE THE COMPLEXITIES

OF OUR BODIES, BUT BECAUSE OF THEM. ONLY UNIVERSAL, COLLECTIVE ACCESS CAN
WE MOVE TOGETHER, WITH NO BODY LEFT BEHIND.  LEAD TO UNIVERSAL, COLLECTIVE LIBERATION.

THIS IS DISABILITY JUSTICE.  THIS IS DISABILITY JUSTICE.




DEFINING ABLEISM

An entire system of thinking and doing that
hurts disabled people.

Ableism is a form of structural oppression.




UNDERSTANDING OPPRESSION

Systematic disenfranchisement of a particular
group as a result of the power belonging to a
privileged group.

Oppression = prejudice + systems of power



ABLEISM WORKS ACROSS SYSTEMS

SIZEISM
HETEROSEXISM
CLASSISM
ABLEISM
O

(TRANS)MISOGYNY
RACISM

AGEISM



\ DISAVOWAL










- " ABLEISM \-

IN CRIMINAL -
(INJUSTICE
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FEARS OF PERVERSE REPRODUCTION
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* |nfantilization
* Physical

* |ncarceration

Desexualization w

right
(birth/adoption)
* Paternalism
* Gender affirming
treatment
contingency

barriers

( * Denied parenting )
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Presumed * Intervention
incompetent for pathology
Experiential * Sexual
knowledge normativity
questioned J k Y,
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Photo by Rebecca Taplin. Lydia Brown, around 2004, fifth grade, reading an Animorphs novel instead of doing
math homework, and rubbing shirt sleeve against face.
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Ph 10712/ Disability Pride Philu!elﬂ‘him Lydilu\Broyvyhu/ching in 20

de parade, holﬂ' ﬂrful hand-drawn sign that sukl\s Autistic



Photo by Kory Otto Jucobs. A few dozen people of various genders, ages, disabilities, and races gathered in @ drcle-in Farraqut Square,
Washington, D.C. for the 2013 Day of Mourning vigil for disabled people killed by fumnly members or caregivers, organized by the Autistic
Self Advocacy Network’s national office and chapter networks.
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Photo by Taylor C. Hall. White person, Shain Neumeier, and
east asian person, Lydia Brown, protesting Judge Rotenberg
Center’s electric shock torture. Signs : 1) Stop the Shocks, 2)
People-Not-Experiments,3) Shocked for ... [list of minor
hehaviors like getmut permission] Ban the GED
[graduated electronic deceferutor]. .
N 3




~P‘h'oto: A group of many peoplkz with various disabilities, of
various ra}&s{' genders, and udes, though most are 20's and
30's. Lydia is \;ieﬁg a shirt with the power fist that says, .
The Whole Damn Sy Is Guilty As Hell. July 2016. 4







COMMUNICATION
HAPPENS IN MULTIMODAL

MANY WAYS. . ACCESS
ALL ARE

EQUALLY . . NOW
VALID AND

DESERVE

RESPECT

AND

PATIENCE. '
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FROM RIGHTS TO JUSTICE




DISABILITY AS CULTURE

Autistic Community: Social
communication badges

People First self-advocacy groups
Deaf identity and community
Ragged Edge Magazine

FWD: Feminists with Disabilities
Sins Invalid

Krip Hop Nation

Neuroqueer! — =
Photo from Autistic Self Advocacy Network. Collection of social

communication badges with green, yellow, and red cards to indicate
Sl el dsalaled queers (cmd QTPOC) different levels of comfort with social interaction.

Disability Cultural Centers



THE DISABILITY RAG / RAGGED EDGE (1980-2005)

Why do we avoid our anger?

What happens when anger
Is suppressed?

How could we use anger?

Photo: Front page of the Disability Rag from August 1982, published in Louisville,
Kentucky. Feature: ANGER: Why do we avoid our anger? What happens when anger is

Ko Smenis suppressed? How could we used anger?



TOOLS FOR CHANGE

Strengthening regulations on punitive
interventions, abuse, and accessibility

* Developing policies for holistic &
nonviolent educational spaces

* Training teachers, support staff,
police, prosecutors, & community
members

* Educating disabled students on self-
advocacy and coalition-building

* Funding community-based
participatory research projects

Training for community members by
other disabled people and people of
color (esp. disabled people of color!)

Collecting and sharing independent
data and stories

Creating safe spaces for disabled
queer and trans and PoC community

Leaving evidence in subversive culture

Develop community-based
alternatives for crises and ongoing
support, grounded in harm reduction
and interdependence



THE TAKEAWAYS

=



STIMMING TOGETHER

Six autistic people, including Shain and Lydia, mutually
stimming with each other’s hair during a November
14,2012 Autistic Self Advocacy Network annual gala
at the National Press Club in Washington D.C. Photo
Lydia Brown.
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Thank you for joining us!

For more information, please visit
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