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ISAIAH and PICO

ISAIAH is a faith-based community organization of 100 member
congregations. ISAIAH is a vehicle for people of faith and communities
of faith to act collectively and powerfully for racial and economic justice

in MN.

PICO (People Improving Communities through Organizing) is a
national organizing network of 55 organizations in 19 states working for
racial, social and economic justice.



Overview

+ Define Our Collective Definition of Health

» Define Community Organizing

» Explore the intersection of Health and Organizing—Is
organizing a viable strategy for reducing health
inequities?



World Health Organization:
Social Determinants of Health

The social determinants of health are the conditions in which
people are born, grow, live, work, age, including the health
system. These circumstances are shaped by the distribution
of money, power and resources at a global, national and local
levels.



Institute of Medicine (1988), Future of
Health

Public health is what we, as a society, do collectively
through organized actions to assure the conditions in which
all people can be healthy.



Areas of Emphasis

Society's Maalth

Medical and Public Health Policy
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Seeing a Wider Set of Relationships

Health ‘\\~

Capacity to

P

Conditions

Presemed by: jeanne F Apers, Minresota Departmens of Heakh - Misten 8. Mypea's consselanon: navigating meah Stures in 3 @ynamic and cemacratic werd Athnta,
GA Syndemics Freventon Network, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Apl 15, 2008 Avaibbile 30 dtpulwawsdc o) smesenicy nooosanhd neex him






Power and Politics

= Power is “The Ability to Act”

» Power operates in the public sphere, the realm of
“politics”

+ Politics derives from Aristotle’s definition of the

“polis”—*The political community”



Capacity to Act

We are political beings: There is part of us that
emerges only to the extent that we participate in
public life

—Artistotle, Arendt, Adams, Friere, M. Luther
King, etc.



Community Organizing

A set of disciplined and strategic practices to
build democratic and collective power to
assure the conditions in which a community or
communities can thrive.



Core Strategies of Community-Based
Organizing

+ Grassroots Leadership
Development

+ Building Democratic,
Sustainable and Community-
Driven Organizations

+ Theory of Change Grounded in
Building Power to make change




Community Organizing

Grassroots
Leadership
Development

Power is the
Ability to Act
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Faithtul tell Dayton: Erase gaps

e As the recount winds down, a coalition of dwarch and religious groups urged the front-runner
to work from the governor’s office toward educational and economic opportunity for all

By IO MARGLIET ESTRADA
Lar 8 P -

Al tez declaond e pear gow-
ernor of Nismesoea, DFLer Mark
Daywe ot Susday promised 2
pehering of meere than |00 Mi>-
twsotans of fath 1o w=tve b0 rrake
he wate & place of equm opperse-
nity for o

Thats =y  conemitmeent.”
Doyt snid ot the Mizswago-
1o Camvvonthon, Conter 10 taem
Yeny wnd ropreserviat ves o sler s
130 Barches and relghonm ugs
sleatioon from srowsd the vee
T sheew that [vision)] with you
Now ypo o 0

Daytsoss commess, which
drew » ndicg ovatics, camw =
@ cvenl that! was part religiocs

00 Vodom & Oze Mzaeso-  Mammbens of the IAUAN cTaltin Sned Dl wewes & D sy SSarmos Cemecaes. T wat ane Mirae
" project was Taended to teing  ota " smid S Rew B0y Rassell of Conster Prancady Missnrary Japtas & Mseapcls



Raising The Wage In MN:
Minnesota Department of Health






Power to Thrive: PICO Center
for Health Organizing






Core Mission: Unleashing the Capacity to
Act

= Are we creating pathways for people to act with agency
and power around their own interests and agenda?

= Who has the power to decide? How have we “set the
table”? (Engagement vs. Sharing Power)

+» How are we shifting the arrangements of power to
change the “distribution of money, power and
resources”?
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Join the discussion...

" [n-person
= Twitter using #healthequityTCT

* Email healthequity@coloradotrust.org
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Thank you for joining us!

For more information, please visit
www.coloradotrust.org

Dedicated to Achieving Health Equity for All Coloradans



