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Segregation Practices Spread Poverty
L 4 < <> <> <
Abolition of Restrictive Housing Pacts Advocated

Thig is another in a series of
areicles by members of the
mayor’s interim survey come
mittee on Juuman relations,
discussing Denver minority
problems as brought ot in
their recent report. W, Miller
Barbour is executive secretary
of the Urban Léague of Den-
ver, a Community Chest
agency,

By W. MILLER BARBOUR.

' ULISING i one of the an.
I"I tHot's most eritieal doiies.
tie problems, amd Dencey
has high prionty amonyg eitiey
with acute housing  shortapoes,
This situation affeets all groups,
miafority and minority alike, Qwe
ommitte e,
althouph
fully  ware
al the total’
problem of
houwusisg
neverthelog 8,
because of i1g
Asgignm e nt,
confinged it«
self o thoed
plight of the
minoritieg -
Negroes,
Spanishs
American si X
:}!:(,ax:ms(. At Barbour,
Those groups fuee not nnly the
ugual problems of postwar hous-
ing, but also those tangible and
intangihle  bharriers  erected o
wlerated by speciisl  interest
groups and many individual
members of the community, Re-
strictive covenants in property
deeds, “pentienmen’s” agreements
among relators, and the restries
Uve practices of ome owner ang
nelghborhood  associittions i
the mobtlity of our mihority
groups.
&

TTVHE COMMITTER In Hs report

reengnizes the destrability of
koeping tip peighborliood stands
ards and of nmaintaining propeny
values, At the same time we
recogniza Lhat this desue s

present among minority people
as well as among the Anglos
majority yroup. The harm lieg in
the common fallney that at-
tenipts 1o ldentily neighborhood
deteriorntion  with  the  mere
presenee of o minorliy family,

Stitemintlg marde tocommilien
fnterviewers show some typical
nttitudes:  “Wao wouldn't  want
to have Mexiean klds running
arottnd the place” 1 tell Jews
not to buy out there beecause it
woitld not be good for thelr chil
drep, You know svfint 1 mean.”
“Weoe do not allow Negroexs or
Jews!" “It is best to keep these
minoritles Isolated to their own
distrivte” “*Colored folb< would
rather lve with their own people
anyvwiy”

This 15 pbvipusly fauliy thinks
i, Mt faels aml reallly ave
apt to lose out apainst cultural
conditionhyy and habit patteins
formed by drrtional fears amd
false ideas about racial, religious
snd nationality graups,

The {acts aré thezsr Where
minority families bLave Ddesn
allowed to move into decent
neighborlioods, 1o onae coile
tell the difference bhétwen
white and Negro hames, In'the
public housing picjects, where
minority and mdajerity families
live, property and housekeep-
ing standards are fuar above the
citywida average, At loast o
fourth of Denvar's ‘“white”
homed are substandard. low-
eréed property stuiidards canfiof
be associated with any ore
group: they aré the result of
poverly and overcrowding.
Segrogatlon has caused  pov-

=ty and overerowding In mihor-
ity areas, mt they could be
proatly reduced i minnritios hnd
the xnme job opportunities, the
sae Wving space and the same
freedom 1o move as other pea
ple. The actions of some nnd the
inaction and compliucency  of
atRers I our  eommunity  are
crepting sliims and “ghottues™ in
Denver,

N THE areas along the Platta

river, from 60 ta %0 pee cent
of the housing Ix conzidered sube
standard.  Condltiong here are
%0 baid thnt wuch of the ared hasg
heen matked for condsmination
witder fhe ¢ity's housihg eads,
Yot 9 pe¢ cent (or 130007 of
Denver's Nogrovs; T per cent
{or 24,090 of its Bpanish-Amers
jeans, and many of ltx Japanese
are penned into this area, wherw
much of the jiropérly has been
ruled unfit for human heingy.
Hore sewnee, sanitation and regs
redtional favilitiex are the peéoar.
est oin the city, and here infrat
me LYt and  Juvenits  deline
quesay ore “he highést, Apart
froixy the moral wrong involved,
Dimpenr faxpayers should be anxe
foue s wipe ot these expens
givie orpeding grounds of cfime
ad qigepse,  The solution can
he sumne.d upy e a0 fow wireds:
“Maore  ireedoir and space {op
mingrtisg, Dan't fenee them in™

I. puaMe housing, the situg-
tion kos interesting parirdoxes,
In tha low rent prpjects. Ne.
growes can live only in the Platva
Vo' oy Homes. Yat in the »eters
an. projects, minerities, inelud-
ipg Negrows and Anglos, live
side Yy side, Under « single ad.
ministration, one policy says it
can’t he done! another osseriz
that it can.

So much for the ‘negazivs'
afde. The “positive” side include:
somi of the xtops recomrmended
by the Committee (o hely tmprove
conditions,

In o private hiousing,  resteielivg
covenunis shauld be aholished, 4
Fan s rvange  cducation  progrss
should e launched 1o ahelish
other restrietive practices,

In public housing, diserisingio
il segregation siiaakt e slepped
Bligibitity for housing <hauld b
based on need alone, as specifio
hy the Federal Housing Aci, Th
City should mndertake more slum
clenvanen, atid congider sorie farr
of rent-aption hansing Dar ponpl
now an subbstandird dwelbings,
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