The Denver Post, Sept. 24, 1951

JIM CROW'S ST".L HERE
Denver Negroes

Find Prejudlces
Haven't Vanished

Editor's Note—How does Denver stand on the issue of
racial prefjudice and discrimination? To get the answer,
The Denver Post assigned Reporter George Brown to check
up. For Reporter Brown, the ussignmeat involved familiar
ground. Reporter Brown is a Negro. Here is the first in «a
series of articles based on his experiences.

By GEORGE BROWN.
Denver Post Staff Writer,

The heavy foolsteps of a man named Jim still echo daily
in Denver. I know, because I #m a Negro and I've seen Jim
walking down Sixteenth street, out on East Colfax and over
on Federal boulevard. Jim's last name is Crow—and I've met
him face 1o face many times. ‘

Jim Crow still lives here, but a citywide survey covering
a period of several weeks has convinced me that his lease is
running out,

Denver has made great progress in recent years toward
the poal of eliminating racial precjudice and diserimination.
Denver now has a chance 1o set an example for other citles in
the nation, and maybe the world.

Jim Crow, of course, still directs the thmlxing of many
persons in Denver. He's been doing just that around the globe
for centuries. Jim Crow still has his hand in all walks of life
in Denver. He still metes out certain jobs of minorities, puts
limits on their advancement, fehces in areas where minorities
can Jive and restricts their use and cnjoyment of many types
of public places.

Jim Crow's Grasp Is Slipping

But for all thdt, Jim Crow’s grasp on Denver is slipping.

The racial problem in the Mile High city has been attacked
forthrightly, and is Improving on all fronts. New areas have
been opencd te minorities. Laws have been passed against
job discrimination and housing: segregation, Interracial com-
mittees have been formed to study and solve minority prob.
lems, and many citizens have entered the battle for better
human relations. But there is sult a lot of room for develop-
ment.

These articles shall deal primarily with the prejudices and
segregations suffered by Denver's 16,000 Negroes because I
can understand those problems best. I've faced Jim Crow’s
subtle tactics and his open hatred many times hcre in Denver
—and in many ways.

Permanent housing for Neproes in Denver is better than
in most cities in the country. However there are still many
Continued on page 2, cel. 4.
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JIM'S STILL HERE

Prejudices Plague
‘Negroes of Denver

(Continued {rom page 1.)
areas where Negro money, no
matter how much, isn't the right
voplor? for huying or renting &
home, There are neighborhoods
where whites become alarmed
when an occasjonal Negro family
moves in.

For many years the Negro
population was ‘concentrated
around Twenty-seventh' “gnd
Welton sireets. A person drive
ing through this area wonld see
niothing like the Negro stums of
Chicagoe or Detroit,” Hut the
fronts of these singlesfamily
dwellings often concealed shab.
by and overcrowded interiors—
a condition that siill prevails, ™
“"GHETTO” EXPANDED.

Since the U, 8. supreme court
ruling in 1948 on  restrictive
covenants, houses in other Dene
ver areas have been put up for
sale to Negroes. This court rul-
ing should have solved the ma.
jor part of the prohlem, but it
has only resulted In an«expane
sion of the “ghetto.” .

Instead of a small ecircle
around Five Poin{s Negroes can
now buy or rent up to York
street going east. They can ex.
pand to East Seventeenth aves
nue to the south and East Thir-
ty-eighth avenue to ithe north,
The west houndary of the ghetto
is the river bottom,

There ate a few "islands” of
Nepro families scattered
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throughout the city oulside the
so-called Negro district, but the
jslands aren’t likely t6 expand,

FINANCING DIFFICULTIES.

Negroes also face financing
difficulties when they try to buy
2 home, If the home is located
in a *restricted” area, banks
usually will not give the Negro
& mortgage, However, i the

payment on the house is often
three to five times as much as
normally would be required,

Jim Crow has the Negro going
or coming, He will not let the
Negro buy outside the restricted
rzone, and he creates barriers to
prevent many from buying withe
in. I tried to buy a house inside
the boundaries and I couldp’t
get adequate financing from
any bank because they said the
house was In an “area which is
deteriorating and  hecoming
blighted., r

The brighlening section of the
housing piclure is the city's low
rent, “nonssegregated” housing
projects, And -i{ the Denver
housing authority will house ap-

wplicanis regardless of rikce in

all prajects on the basis of their
need and Income and not place
a Negro family here and a Span-
fsh-American family there as
“token” wmeansures, the picture
will be still brighter in the fu.
ture,

But the city's low-rent proj-
ects are not the answer {o the
growing problem created by
Negro families moving {o Den-
ver with the new government

- agencies, The incomes of these
families are too high for the

. housing projects, and the en-

* larged - minority district can't

~ hold too many additional fam-

Jlies without further cutting up
of one-familg houses inte six or
eight apartiments,

To.solve the problem created
this influx, rental unifs
throughout the cily should he
opened to minorities and resirics
tions on sales of hontes in the
new bhuilding areas in Denver's

suburbs should he removed.
The planning neerded to solve
the entire housing problem and
thereby ease racial lensions
must be carried out from the
city hall to the neighborhood
level, The citizens battling for
better human relations will have
to go all out against the few
unenlightened leaders of realty
and financing and establish a
secure democracy In Denver,

mortgage Is approved, the down '’
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